
 
 
The Honorable Dick Durbin 
711 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Durbin: 
 
I urge you to join Sen. Richard Burr of North Carolina in co-sponsoring and generating congressional support for  
S. Con. Res. 14, a concurrent resolution calling for an independent international investigation of the April 10, 2010  
plane crash in Smolensk, Russia that killed the President of Poland and 95 other prominent political, military, social, and 
religious leaders, including several NATO generals and one American citizen, Mr. Wojciech Seweryn (a Chicago artist 
and community organizer), the son of one of the 22,000 Polish soldiers murdered by the Soviets in Katyn, Russia in 1940. 
 
It is imperative that the U.S. call for an independent international investigation of the Smolensk disaster because new 
scientific findings completely undermine the false claims published by the Russian Interstate Aviation Committee (MAK). 
Prominent scientists and other experts, including Prof. Wieslaw Binienda, NASA scientist and Dean of the Engineering 
Department at the University of Akron, Ohio, and Prof. Kazimierz Nowaczyk, physicist at the University of Maryland, 
have shown that the Russian report contains false information, incomplete data, omissions, and conclusions that are  
not supported by any hard scientific evidence. The MAK report is merely a Russian propaganda tool.  
 
As new evidence is revealed by scientists and investigative journalists, astute political observers on both sides of the 
Atlantic are asking serious questions: 
 

1. Why did Russian authorities publish a false crash report? 
2. Why does Russia refuse to return the “black boxes” and the plane wreckage to Poland? 
3. Why did Russia falsify data from the plane’s TAWS (Terrain Avoidance and Warning System) computer? 
4. Why hasn’t Russia begun to reconstruct the plane? 
5. Why did the Russians contaminate and mutilate the plane wreckage and the crash site? 
6. Why does Russia continue to propagate false and slanderous claims about the late NATO Gen. Andrzej Blasik  

and the highly trained Polish pilots who conducted the presidential flight according to air force standards? 
7. Why did Russia falsify the autopsy reports of the victims of the crash? 
8. Why did Russia invalidate the initial testimony of the air traffic controllers who were on duty at the time of the 

crash? 
9. During the so-called “Russian-Polish investigation,” why did Russia restrict and deny Polish investigators access 

to physical evidence? 
 
I share the conviction of millions of people of Polish heritage, including members of the Polish-American Congress,  
the Libra Institute in Cleveland, the Association of Polish Engineers in Canada, the Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in 
Canada, the Polish Heritage Institute in Chicago, and the Smolensk Families Association in Poland, that it is in the 
national security interest of the U.S. to call for an independent international investigation that would reveal the real 
cause of the Smolensk disaster.    
 
Polish-American voters, including the widow and daughter of the late Mr. Seweryn, are counting on you to co-sponsor  
S. Con. Res. 14 and help generate congressional support for this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ 
                 _____________________________________ 
                 _____________________________________ 


